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INTRODUCTION

Well, this is the day that many have dreamed of and many have dread.  It is a day filled with excitement, anticipation and celebration!  It is a day that is looked forward to for an entire year!  Of course I’m speaking of the Anniversary of the Mexican Constitution!  (That is today, by the way.  I didn’t just make that up.)

But, here in America, of course, today is a day committed to football and commercial ads!  I hear the new Super Bowl Commercials will be pretty good this year; I guess we’ll all have to wait and see.  Some people watch the game simply to see what the commercials are going to be.

We know this game by its name – Super Bowl.  Other sports have different names for their big game.  NASCAR simply calls the Daytona 500 the All American Race, and they run that at the beginning of the season instead of at the end.  Baseball has the World Series.  Tennis’ 4 big tournaments each year are called Grand Slams.  College Football has the BCS National Championship Game.  That sounds pretty important, but then we have the Super Bowl!

The name suggests something big; something exciting; something you don’t want to miss whether you like football or not!  More people watch this game alone than almost anything else you can put on television!  It is a big deal!

Today, I don’t want to focus on a Bowl that’s super.  We have the rest of the afternoon to focus on that.  I want us to focus on a Book that is Super!

We know that the Bible in its entirety is broken into two Testaments – the Old and the New.  Today, we will focus on the New Testament and what that means for us today.  It truly is a Super Book.

At the beginning of January, we began looking at some evidences of Jesus.  We looked into history to see in fact that Jesus truly did live and walk on the earth.  We have seen the evidence from UNBIASED SOURCES that establishes Jesus of Nazareth as a person of history who lived and died in the First Century A.D.
But we also pointed out that such sources tell us nothing about who He was or what He did to earn such a reputation that, centuries later, His teachings and life still has so much influence in our society.

For the Christian, the only record which describes in any detail the life and death of Jesus is the NEW TESTAMENT.  But as a HISTORICAL DOCUMENT, is it reliable?  Can we trust it to be accurate in relating facts of history concerning Jesus, His life, death and resurrection?  Can we even have confidence that what we have today in the form of the New Testament is an accurate copy of that penned by the original authors?

These are some of the questions that we will attempt to answer as we begin to examine "THE HISTORICAL RELIABILITY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT".

But first, for CHRISTIANS to appreciate the importance of this subject, it may help to demonstrate how dependent our faith is on the reliability of the New Testament as a historical document.

I. WHY DO WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD?

I mean, we say it all the time.  When someone comes to be baptized, what do we ask them to repeat?  We say, “I believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, and I accept Him as my Savior.”  When someone comes to re-dedicate themselves to the Lord, we say, “I believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”  When someone joins our church, typically we will all join hands together and say, “I believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”

Can we say that together today?  “I believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God!”

Do you mean it?  I heard you say it.  You heard me say it.  We can say it with gusto in this room surrounded by Christians, but when we leave this building, ask yourself constantly, “Do I mean it?”

Why do we believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God? 



THE "ANSWERS" WE MOST LIKELY WOULD GIVE ARE...

      1. "Because of the miracles He did"
      2. "Because He fulfilled hundreds of the Messianic prophecies found in the Old Testament"
      3. "Because He rose from the dead"

BUT WHERE DO WE LEARN ABOUT THESE THINGS?

Where do we read about His miracles?  THE NEW TESTAMENT!  Who says that He fulfilled the Messianic prophecies?  THE AUTHORS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT!  What evidence is there for the resurrection of Jesus Christ?  AGAIN, IT IS PRIMARILY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT!

II. WHAT IF IT WERE SHOWN CONCERNING THE NEW TESTAMENT...

THAT IT WAS WRITTEN OVER 100 YEARS AFTER THE EVENTS SUPPOSEDLY HAPPENED?

Then the New Testament was not written by eyewitnesses, nor by those whose names are connected with it (Paul, Peter, etc.)!  It was the general consensus of many scholars in the last century that the New Testament was in fact composed during the Second Century A.D., not the First.  If this is true, then the New Testament is a FORGERY!

THAT IT IS FILLED WITH ERRORS IN REFERENCE TO GEOGRAPHY, PEOPLE, AND EVENTS?

Then how could we trust the authors of the New Testament to be accurate in describing supernatural events, when they were careless with describing the natural ones?  This would make the New Testament an UNRELIABLE RECORD!

THAT THE MANUSCRIPT EVIDENCE IS VERY SCARCE, AND A THOUSAND YEARS REMOVED FROM THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS?

Then we would have no way of testing the accuracy of the copyists, who for hundreds of years preserved the New Testament only by making copies by hand.  Then our faith in Jesus would be based upon shallow ground, upon a document which is historically questionable!
III. OUR FAITH IN JESUS IS DEPENDENT ON THE NEW TESTAMENT BEING RELIABLE AS A HISTORICAL DOCUMENT!

"BLIND FAITH" MAY SEEM ADEQUATE FOR SOME

Blind Faith may be adequate for children who believe whatever their parents say.  Blind Faith may be adequate for people who are never placed in an environment where their faith is challenged.  Blind Faith may be adequate for people who are not trying to convince others to trust in Jesus for their salvation.

BUT IF WE DESIRE TO HAVE A "STRONG FAITH" FOR OURSELVES AND OTHERS...

We need to understand our dependency upon the New Testament.  We need to know how to demonstrate the evidence which supports it as a reliable, historical document!

CONCLUSION

Doing a study on this can change your life.  Just ask well known author, Josh McDowell.  Probably one of his best known books is “Evidence That Demands A Verdict”.

When Josh was a child, only 11 years old, he experienced things that children should not have to experience.  When he was growing up, his father was the town drunk.  He hardly ever saw him sober.  His friends at school would joke about his dad lying in the gutter downtown, making a fool of himself.  Their jokes hurt Josh as a young boy, but he never let anyone know that.  He laughed along with them, but he kept the pain of it all a secret.

He would sometimes find his mother in the born, lying in the manure behind the cows where his dad had beaten her with a hose until she couldn’t get up.  His hatred seethed as he vowed to himself, “When I am strong enough, I’m going to kill him.”

When his Dad was drunk and visitors were coming over, he would grab him around the neck, pull him out to the barn, and tie him up.  Then he would park his truck behind the silo and tell everyone he had gone to a meeting, so they wouldn’t be embarrassed as a family.

When he tied up his Dad’s hands and feet, he looped part of the rope around his neck.  He just hoped he would try to get away and choke himself.

Two months before Josh graduated from High School, he walked into the house after a date to hear his mother sobbing uncontrollably.  He ran into her room, and she sat up in bed.  She told him, “Son, your father has broken my heart.”  She put her arms around him and pulled him close.  She said, “I have lost the will to live.  All I want to do is live until you graduate, then I want to die.”

Two months later Josh graduated, and the following Friday his mother died.  Josh says in his testimony that he believes she died of a broken heart.  He hated his father for that.

When he was younger, a serious incident happened between his brother and his father where the brother took the parents to court and won a house as part of the payout.  The day that they were set to move the house, a big opposition took place between those that supported Josh’s brother on one side and his parents on the other.

When Josh got to the scene as a young boy, he heard language that an 11 year old should never hear.  He ran to the field and buried himself in corn stalks up to his neck.  He was there for a long time when he realized his father was not coming for him.  He says that it was at that point he became a bitter man and blamed God, if He even existed.

The following is part of Josh’s testimony on how powerful this Super Book really is:

JOSH MCDOWELL TESTIMONY VIDEO
	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oy_T4r8u9dA 

EXCERPT FROM “EVEIDENCE THAT DEMANDS A VERDICT”
	http://www.josh.org/site/c.ddKDIMNtEqG/b.4172695/ 

Hopefully, we now appreciate the need to carefully examine the evidence for the historical reliability of the New Testament.

In doing so, we shall apply the same kind of tests applied to any ancient document to determine its reliability!

Next Sunday, Larry and Angie will be back with us from all of their travels and Larry will be preaching for us.  Two weeks from today, we will look at what is the "ACID TEST" for any ancient document claiming to be a historical record of certain events.  Please be here for both of these upcoming messages and don’t forget that in three weeks we will have a message from Dudley Rutherford encouraging us to be unleashed.

For now, I have a vision for our church.  This vision ties into what we heard last week from Ben Cachiaras.  He basically encouraged us to live up to our motto.  Coastline Christian Church: Bringing People To Christ – Growing People In Christ.  We’ve focused a great deal on the 2nd part of that statement for three years.  Now it’s time to focus our attention on the whole statement.

We won’t stop as a church to grow spiritually.  Your leaders are always thinking of how to grow spiritually.  But now, we need to step out with what we know.  Many of you do that on a day in – day out basis and I thank God for you and people like you.

Here’s the challenge for the rest of us – let’s be excited about our lives in Christ.  Let’s be bold about our faith in Christ.  Let’s be the Bible that people see.  Let’s let Jesus’ love burst through us to the broken hearted; to the needy; to the sick; to the lost.

We don’t all have stories like Josh McDowell.  But we all share one thing in common.  Jesus Christ has saved us from an eternity in Hell!  That’s the exciting message found in this Super Book!

Are you excited today?  I know I am!  Jesus Christ came to the earth and He died for my sins.  I’m a baptized believer in Christ and I know where my eternity rests.  God is my Father and He’s yours too!  These things should excite us and we should be more than willing to share the Good News with those around us.

PRAYER

