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INTRODUCTION

Do you share anything in common with someone else?  Maybe it’s eye color; height; age; the generation you belong to.  Maybe it’s a sport you like or even played; interests you have in common; books you like to read that someone else likes.

Those that are part of a team share things in common.  If someone is a part of the USA Team for Olympics, they all share the commonality of the country they represent.  They may have different skill sets, but they still represent the USA.

I love to watch and I used to love to play tennis.  I haven’t played tennis in a while now, but I still love to watch the sport.  Each player is a bit different in their styles, but they all have the commonality of being a tennis professional.  They all play by and are governed by the same rules.  They understand each other when they talk the language of tennis.

Medical people have a language all their own.  It’s always fascinating to listen to my wife and my mother-in-law talk to each other!  They go into some foreign language!  Even after 11 years of marriage, I still can’t understand some of the things they talk about.

I don’t feel like I have a thick accent by any means.  However, when my family is in town or if I’m talking to them on the phone, apparently I slip back into a thick Georgia accent.  Why?  Because that’s a common thing that we share.

Everyone in our neighborhood has a different type of house and maybe different colors but we all carry the commonality of saying we live in Mariner’s Gate.

All these things are things that people have in common.  Usually when people have things in common they get together and celebrate their commonality.  However, it only takes one person in each of these situations to threaten the bonds of commonality.  One person can get in and mess things up.  It only takes one person to start talking and spreading lies and rumors for people to get on board with them and things start unraveling and falling apart.  It only takes one person on a team to show discontent and bring people down with them.

What about the church?  What is it that we share in common and what can threaten that commonality?

As we begin to focus on the purpose of The Letter of Jude, we see that his original desire was to write about our common salvation shared in Christ:
Jude 3
 3 Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy people.

The need to change his purpose is seen in the next verse:
Jude 4
4 For certain individuals whose condemnation was written about[a] long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.
There were people who slipped in secretly.  Did you catch that?  They didn’t come out with megaphones and loud speakers and make a protest.  No, they crept in unnoticed!  How could this happen; even despite the many warnings given by Jesus, Paul, and Peter?  

And, how much easier is it for this to happen today when we live in a time far removed from those initial warnings!

Knowing all of this, Jude's call to "contend for the faith" becomes even more relevant for us today.

We ought to appreciate "the need" to contend for the faith and we should understand "the how" when it comes to contending for the faith.



I. THE "NEED" TO CONTEND FOR THE FAITH

SOME WILL DENY THAT THE SCRIPTURES ARE ALL-SUFFICIENT

Have you ever heard anyone say that the Bible is way too old to be applicable for today’s world?  I have.  But, did you catch the phrase in verse 3 that says "the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy people."?

The expression "once for all" can rightly be worded "one time for all time".  In other words, "the faith" (the body of doctrine which we are to believe) was delivered to the church "one time for all time".

John tells us in the book of Revelation, that the message was not to be repeated, nor was there more to be revealed later on!

God has revealed all that He would have us know.  We can see the proof of this by looking at the statements like those of Paul and Peter.

Paul, telling the Ephesian elders he had not shunned or hesitated to proclaim "the whole will of God".
Acts 20:27
27 For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. 
Peter writes that God has given us "all things that pertain to life and godliness".
2 Peter 1:3
3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.

If we have "everything", and if we have the "whole will of God", what else is there?

So, the Scriptures, which contain the faith delivered "once for all", contains all we need to become what God wants of us!


2 Timothy 3:16-17
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God[a] may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
But when people suggest that God's revelation is incomplete, or it is still in progress or that God's revelation needs to be repeated, then our task is to "contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy people."!

SOME WILL PERVERT THE DOCTRINE OF GRACE

There were those in Jude's day "who pervert the grace of our God into a license for immorality".  Their doctrine of grace gave them excuse to sin.  So much so, that they engaged in that which was openly shameful.  They may have gone so far to say, "Let us sin so that grace may abound!"

I think it goes without saying that there are many people today who pervert the grace of God.  Some do it to excuse their disregard for the commands found in God's Word.  Some do it to justify their lifestyle that deep down they know is contrary to the principles of the Bible.

If you were to confront one of these people and lovingly show them God’s Word on the matter, you may hear a response such as: "God is too loving, His grace is too wonderful, to condemn us when we are so sincere!"

But those who "contend for the faith" will try to keep in the front of their minds what the grace of God truly teaches.
Titus 2:11-12
11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 
If we truly want to “contend for the faith”, we will deny ungodliness and worldly lusts!  We will want to live soberly, righteously, and godly in today’s world!



SOME WILL DENY GOD'S AUTHORITY

Jude not only had to deal with these issues but he also had to deal with those who "deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord".  Notice that Jude says “our only Sovereign and Lord.  The emphasis here seems to be on the term "Lord", used to describe both God and Jesus.

The term "lord" here is related to the word meaning “supremacy” or “supreme in authority”.  These people were denying the authority rightly belonging to God and Jesus.

Are we really any different today?

Today we often face people denying the authority of God and Jesus by their lack of respect to the Word of God.

People deny the authority of God and Jesus by setting up other standards of authority for what they believe or do, such as a pope, a bishop, an Elder, a Preacher, or even their own person.

But those who "contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy people", will recognize the authority which belongs to Christ.
Matthew 28:18
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Ephesians 1:22-23
22 And God placed all things under his [Jesus’] feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 
We will also recognize the authority delegated to His apostles.
John 13:20
20 Very truly I tell you, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me.” 
1 Corinthians 14:37
37 If anyone thinks they are a prophet or otherwise gifted by the Spirit, let them acknowledge that what I am writing to you is the Lord’s command. 
1 Thessalonians 2:13
13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe. 
Acts 2:42
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

Clearly the need to "contend for the faith" is present, for just as there were those in Jude's day who denied that the Scriptures were all-sufficient, perverted the doctrine of grace and denied the authority of God and Jesus; we still have those problems and issues today!  How are we supposed to deal with it?

II. THE "HOW" TO CONTEND FOR THE FAITH

WE MUST CONTEND EARNESTLY

Jude had an urging to contend for the faith.  He wanted to urge his readers to contend for the faith.  He was so bothered by the fact that these things were going on that he was in agony over it!  He wanted those who read this to earnestly contend for the faith as if lives depended on it, because, quite frankly, that was and still is true!

It all starts with a love of God’s Word.

Can you think of a time when you fell in love?  Hopefully you’re thinking about your significant other or a child or someone close to you.  If not, we can talk after church this morning!  Do you remember (and this is especially true for young people) how you just couldn’t wait to talk to that person; how you just couldn’t wait to hear their voice; how everything they said had such huge meaning to you; you hung on to every word?

That’s how we should be at all times with God’s word!  Just this past Friday at the North American Christian Convention, Francis Chan came out to speak.  One of the first things he did was open his Bible and ask if everyone listening was still in love with God’s word; if it truly still meant something; if we just couldn’t live without it; if we dig deep to know every last thing we could get out of it; if it meant the world to us!

If we continue to be in love with God’s word, it puts us in the right frame of mind to contend for the faith earnestly.  The term Jude used to urge his readers to contend earnestly for the faith is associated with strife and combat of a most vigorous and determined variety.

The present tense of the verb indicates that the Christian struggle is to be continuous.

Jude believed that the foundational elements of the Christian faith were under attack.  Nothing but vigorous counter-contention would be sufficient.  There needed to be an earnest contending for the faith!

The use of that expression suggests that the matter is serious; we are at war!

Paul describes the nature of our warfare when he says:
2 Corinthians 10:3-6
3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 6 And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete. 
And again he says:
Ephesians 6:10-13
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.

This is not a time to be unprepared; WE MUST ARM OURSELVES!

We must contend with vigor, even to the point of agony, for "the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy people"!

WE MUST USE THE WEAPONS AT OUR DISPOSAL

Paul defines our weaponry:
Ephesians 6:13-18
13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 
According to this we have:
         a. The belt of truth
         b. The breastplate of righteousness
         c. Feet fitted with the gospel of peace
         d. The shield of faith
         e. The helmet of salvation
         f. The sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God
AND we are to be:
         g. Watching with all prayer

Notice that most of these things are for our own defense.  If not, we be lost in the struggle!  The elements of truth, righteousness, the gospel, faith, salvation, and so on, are needed for our own salvation as much as for those we seek to conquer.

We need to make sure that our vision is clean and no specks of dust remain in our eyes.
Matthew 7:3-5
3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 
Some people are so quick to take up the "sword", they leave the rest of their armor behind!

Paul also has something to say about other weapons that are "mighty in God".  Such qualities as "the humility and gentleness of Christ":
2 Corinthians 10:1-6
 1 By the humility and gentleness of Christ, I appeal to you—I, Paul, who am “timid” when face to face with you, but “bold” toward you when away! 2 I beg you that when I come I may not have to be as bold as I expect to be toward some people who think that we live by the standards of this world. 3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 6 And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete.

Paul mentions making sure that we are first "spiritual", and then displaying gentleness and caution.
Galatians 6:1
 1 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted.

Paul also mentions refraining from quarrels, applying gentleness, with the Word, with patience and humility correcting the opposition.
2 Timothy 2:23-26
23 Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. 24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. 
CONCLUSION

The message this morning is intended to encourage all of us to be on the offence, but yet have a strong defense in our lives as well.  However, the call to "contend for the faith" is not a license to engage in "contentions" and "outbursts of wrath.
Galatians 5:19-20
19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 
1 Corinthians 3:1-3
 1 Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit but as people who are still worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 3 You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere humans?

This is, however, a call to vigorously contend for the faith with all the weapons at our disposal.  First and foremost, with the Word of God, applied first to ourselves and then to others.  But also, with the Christ-like qualities that are "mighty in God" to win people over to be obedient to Christ.

It is the fact that many are not obeying Christ as Lord but perverting His teaching or setting themselves up as their own authority that makes it necessary that we "contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy people".

The question that God has for you today is this; whose side of this battle are YOU on?  Have you submitted to Him whom God has made both Lord and Christ?  Are you continuing steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine?
Acts 2:36-42
 36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 
 37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
 38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 
 40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 
The Fellowship of the Believers
 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.


I’m going to invite our praise team to come back up to the stage.  As we get ready to end our service this morning, think about that question.  Whose side of the battle are you on today?  Have you given your entire life to Christ?  If not, what are you waiting for?

